SPIRITUAL CONFIDENCE

    There are many different faces to confidence, especially in the spiritual area, but its most important facet is that which we place daily in the work and person of our Lord Jesus Christ, as we read in; 
(1) 1John 2:14-15 “This is the confidence we have in him, if we ask anything according to his will, we know he hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know we have obtained the request made of him.”
    We read of some of the wonderful promises which are ours as a result Christ’s work on Calvary in; 
(2) Col 1:21-22 “You who once were estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his body of flesh, by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless, and irreproachable before him.”
    And we see that these promises are conditional on our obedience;

(3) Col 1:23 “Provided you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel which we’ve heard.”

    But for our purpose in this study we’ll look at just two facets of confidence.  

    First; the complete confidence of a little child in its parents; a confidence based, rightly or wrongly, in its absolute conviction that those parents will be there for it, whatever the circumstances. 

    Second, a confidence born of one’s own abilities or possessions; a confidence based in self.

    That first form is what Jesus was talking about when he said in; 
(4) Matt 18:3 “Unless you turn, and become as little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
    That complete confidence of a little child is the only confidence that is acceptable to our God. It focuses on his very nature, on his willing ability to be there for us in all circumstances. That ability is, of course, perfect in every way. 

    The second type is most definitely unacceptable to him, as it focuses on our abilities, which, to say the least, are very finite, and will fail us, inevitably, if we do not obey; 
(5) Pro 3:5-7 “Trust in the Lord with all of your heart, and do not rely on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will direct your paths. Do not be wise in your own eyes, but fear the Lord, and turn away from evil.”
    Remember;

(6) Ps 118:8-9 “It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to put confidence in man.  It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to put confidence in princes.”  
    And again;
(7) Phil 3:3 “We are the true circumcision who worship God in spirit, and glory in Christ Jesus, and put no confidence in the flesh.” (Anyone’s)
    Again, we’re told in; 
(8) Micah 7:5 “Put no trust in a neighbour, and have no confidence in a friend, and guard the doors of your mouth from her who lies in your bosom.” 
    Then it goes on in; 
(9) Micah 7:6 “For the son treats the father with contempt, the daughter rises up against her mother, and the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law, and a man’s enemies are those of his own house.” 

    And don’t these things seem to be increasing alarmingly today. But hopefully, by the grace of our God, the cry of our innermost being will be very different, and will be like that of the prophet when he said in; 
(10) Micah 7:7-9 “But as for me, I will look to the Lord, I will wait for the God of my salvation; my God will hear me. Don’t rejoice over me when I fall, I shall rise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord will be a light to me. I will bear the indignation of the Lord, because I have sinned against him, until he pleads my cause and executes judgment for me. He will bring me out to the light, and I will see his deliverance.” 

    Staying with what the Word of God tells us, we read in;

(11) Pro 14:26 “In the fear of the Lord one has strong confidence and his children will have a refuge.” 
    And we find that it’s in, and through, Jesus Christ that we have this confidence; 

(12) Eph 3:12 “In Christ we have boldness and confidence of access through our faith in him.” 
    And;

(13) 1Pet 1:21 “Through Christ we have confidence in God who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that our faith and hope are in God.”
    So therefore;

(14) Heb 4:16 “Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”
    That’s always provided we persevere, holding firmly to our first confidence.
(15) Heb 3:14 “For we share in Christ, if only we hold our first confidence firm to the end.”
    And we need to hold tightly to that first confidence because we read in;
(16) Matt 10:21-22 “Brother will deliver up brother to death and a father his children. Children will rise up against their parents, and have them put to death. And you will be hated by all for my name sake. But those who endure to the end will be saved.”
    And again;

(17) Matt 10:34-36 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law, and a man’s foes will be those of his own household.”
    And remember, we must have this confident trust in the truth of what God’s Word has done for us, if we’re not to be ashamed at his coming;

(18) 1John 2:28 “We must abide in him, so that when he appears we may have confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming.” 
    That ‘coming’ is when he appears to judge the earth;

(19) Matt 25:31-33 “When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne, and all the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate them as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will place the sheep at his right hand and the goats at his left.” (Read Matt 25:31-46)
    Now to the second type of confidence mentioned at the start of this study; confidence in self and our own, or anyone else’s abilities; we really need go no further than Jeremiah to see our God’s view of this.

(20) Jer 17:5-6 “Cursed is the one who trusts in man; who makes flesh his arm, and whose heart turns away from the Lord. He is like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see any good come. He will dwell in the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land.
    But as we read on, we can clearly see again why we can have complete confidence in our God’s faithfulness, always provided of course, that we obey his Word.

(21) Jer 17:7-8 But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord; whose trust is the Lord. He is like a tree planted by the water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit.”
    Then we add; 
(22) Pro 3:5-6 ““Trust in the Lord with all of your heart, and do not rely on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will direct your paths.”
    And it becomes even clearer that our own understanding and wisdom are pointless in the spiritual realm, because God says in; 
(23) Is 55:8-9 “My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

    I remember well, back when I was only a month or so old in the Lord, when he first showed me that passage of his Word; the joy, the excitement, the freedom, the liberty it brought me. I can still experience those things so clearly today, and I thank him every day for his enormous grace.

    That day, so many years ago convinced me that any form of self-confidence, when it comes to the spiritual realm, is, to say the very least, absolutely pointless.
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